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NOTES ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
(Expressed in Hong Kong dollars)

1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

(a) Statement of compliance

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with all applicable Hong Kong Financial
Reporting Standards (“HKFRSs”), which collective term includes all applicable individual Hong Kong
Financial Reporting Standards, Hong Kong Accounting Standards (“HKASs”) and interpretations
issued by the Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants (“HKICPA”), accounting principles
generally accepted in Hong Kong and the requirements of the Hong Kong Companies Ordinance.
These financial statements also comply with the applicable disclosure provisions of the Rules
Governing the Listing of Securities on The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited. A summary of the
significant accounting policies adopted by the Group is set out below.

The HKICPA has issued a number of new and revised HKFRSs that are effective for accounting
periods beginning on or after 1 January 2005. Information on the changes in accounting policies
resulting from initial application of these new and revised HKFRSs for the current and prior
accounting periods reflected in these financial statements is provided in note 2.

(b) Basis of preparation of the financial statements

The consolidated financial statements for the year ended 31 March 2006 comprise the Company and
its subsidiaries (together referred to as the “Group”) and the Group’s interest in associates.

The measurement basis used in the preparation of the financial statements is the historical cost basis
except that the following assets are stated at their fair value as explained in the accounting policies set
out below:

– investment properties (see note 1(g)); and

– financial instruments classified as available-for-sale securities (see note 1(f)).

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with HKFRSs requires management to make
judgements, estimates and assumptions that affect the application of policies and reported amounts of
assets, liabilities, income and expenses. The estimates and associated assumptions are based on
historical experience and various other factors that are believed to be reasonable under the
circumstances, the results of which form the basis of making the judgements about carrying values of
assets and liabilities that are not readily apparent from other sources. Actual results may differ from
these estimates.

The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting
estimates are recognised in the period in which the estimate is revised if the revision affects only that
period, or in the period of the revision and future periods if the revision affects both current and future
periods.

Judgements made by management in the application of HKFRSs that have significant effect on the
financial statements and estimates with a significant risk of material adjustment in next year are
disclosed in note 37.
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1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(c) Subsidiaries and controlled enterprises

A subsidiary, in accordance with the Hong Kong Companies Ordinance, is a company in which the
Group, directly or indirectly, holds more than half of the issued share capital, or controls more than
half the voting power, or controls the composition of the board of directors. Subsidiaries are
considered to be controlled if the Company has the power, directly or indirectly, to govern the
financial and operating policies, so as to obtain benefits from their activities.

An investment in a controlled subsidiary is consolidated into the consolidated financial statements
from the date that control commences until the date that control ceases.

Intra-group balances and transactions and any unrealised profits arising from intra-group transactions,
are eliminated in full in preparing the consolidated financial statements. Unrealised losses resulting
from intra-group transactions are eliminated in the same way as unrealised gains but only to the extent
that there is no evidence of impairment.

Minority interests at the balance sheet date, being the portion of the net assets of subsidiaries
attributable to equity interests that are not owned by the Company, whether directly or indirectly
through subsidiaries, are presented in the consolidated balance sheet and statement of changes in
equity within equity, separately from equity attributable to the shareholders of the Company. Minority
interests in the results of the Group are presented on the face of the consolidated income statement as
an allocation of the total profit or loss for the year between minority interests and the shareholders of
the Company.

Where losses applicable to the minority exceed the minority’s interest in the equity of a subsidiary, the
excess, and any further losses applicable to the minority, are charged against the Group’s interest
except to the extent that the minority has a binding obligation to, and is able to, make additional
investment to cover the losses. If the subsidiary subsequently reports profits, the Group’s interest is
allocated all such profits until the minority’s share of losses previously absorbed by the Group has
been recovered.

In the Company’s balance sheet, an investment in a subsidiary is stated at cost less any impairment
losses (see note 1(j)), unless the investment is classified as held for sale (or included in a disposal
group that is classified as held for sale).

(d) Associates

An associate is an entity in which the Group or the Company has significant influence, but not control
or joint control, over its management, including participation in the financial and operating policy
decisions.
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1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(d) Associates (Cont’d)

An investment in an associate is accounted for in the consolidated financial statements under the
equity method and is initially recorded at cost and adjusted thereafter for the post acquisition change
in the Group’s share of the associate’s net assets, unless it is classified as held for sale (or included in
a disposal group that is classified as held for sale). The consolidated income statement includes the
Group’s share of the post-acquisition, post-tax results of the associates for the year, including any
impairment loss on goodwill relating to the investment in associates recognised for the year (see notes
1(e) and (j)).

When the Group’s share of losses exceeds its interest in the associate, the Group’s interest is reduced
to nil and recognition of further losses is discontinued except to the extent that the Group has incurred
legal or constructive obligations or made payments on behalf of the associate. For this purpose, the
Group’s interest in the associate is the carrying amount of the investment under the equity method
together with the Group’s long-term interests that in substance form part of the Group’s net investment
in the associate.

Unrealised profits and losses resulting from transactions between the Group and its associates are
eliminated to the extent of the Group’s interest in the associate, except where unrealised losses provide
evidence of an impairment of the asset transferred, in which case they are recognised immediately in
profit or loss.

In the Company’s balance sheet, its investments in associates are stated at cost less impairment losses
(see note 1(j)), unless it is classified as held for sale (or included in a disposal group that is classified
as held for sale).

(e) Goodwill

Goodwill represents the excess of the cost of a business combination or an investment in an associate
over the Group’s interest in the net fair value of the acquiree’s identifiable assets, liabilities and
contingent liabilities.

Goodwill is stated at cost less accumulated impairment losses. Goodwill is allocated to cash-
generating units and is tested annually for impairment (see note 1(j)). In respect of associates, the
carrying amount of goodwill is included in the carrying amount of the interest in the associate.

Any excess of the Group’s interest in the net fair value of the acquiree’s identifiable assets, liabilities
and contingent liabilities over the cost of a business combination or an investment in an associate is
recognised immediately in profit or loss.

On disposal of a cash generating unit, or an associate during the year, any attributable amount of
purchased goodwill is included in the calculation of the profit or loss on disposal.
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1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(f) Other investments in equity securities

The Group’s and the Company’s policies for investments in equity securities, other than investments in
subsidiaries and associates, are as follows:

Investments in equity securities that do not have a quoted market price in an active market and whose
fair value cannot be reliably measured are recognised in the balance sheet at cost less impairment
losses (see note 1(j)).

Other investments in equity securities are classified as available-for-sale securities and are initially
recognised at fair value plus transaction costs. At each balance sheet date the fair value is remeasured,
with any resultant gain or loss being recognised directly in equity, except for impairment losses (see
note 1(j)). When these investments are derecognised, the cumulative gain or loss previously recognised
directly in equity is recognised in profit or loss.

Investments are recognised/derecognised on the date the Group and/or the Company commits to
purchase/sell the investments or they expire.

(g) Investment properties

Investment properties are land and/or buildings which are owned or held under a leasehold interest
(see note 1(i)) to earn rental income and/or for capital appreciation.

Investment properties are stated in the balance sheet at fair value. Any gain or loss arising from a
change in fair value or from the retirement or disposal of an investment property is recognised in profit
or loss. Rental income from investment properties is accounted for as described in note 1(s).

When the Group holds a property interest under an operating lease to earn rental income and/or for
capital appreciation, the interest is classified and accounted for as an investment property on a
property-by-property basis. Any such property interest which has been classified as an investment
property is accounted for as if it were held under a finance lease, and the same accounting policies are
applied to that interest as are applied to other investment properties leased under finance leases. Lease
payments are accounted for as described in note 1(i).
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1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(h) Other fixed assets

The following items of other fixed assets are stated in the balance sheet at cost less accumulated
depreciation and impairment losses (see note 1(j)):

– buildings held for own use which are situated on leasehold land, where the fair value of the
building could be measured separately from the fair value of the leasehold land at the inception
of the lease (see note 1(i));

– hotel property; and

– machinery, furniture, fixtures and equipment.

Gains or losses arising from the retirement or disposal of an item of other fixed assets are determined
as the difference between the net disposal proceeds and the carrying amount of the item and are
recognised in profit or loss on the date of retirement or disposal.

Depreciation is calculated to write off the cost of items of other fixed assets, less their estimated
residual value, if any, using the straight line method over their estimated useful lives as follows:

– leasehold land is depreciated over the remaining term of the lease;

– buildings including hotel property situated on leasehold land are depreciated over the shorter of
the unexpired term of the lease and their estimated useful lives being 50 years from the date of
completion; and

– machinery, furniture, fixtures and equipment 4 - 10 years



45

1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(i) Leased assets

(i) Classification of assets leased to the Group

Assets that are held by the Group under leases which transfer to the Group substantially all the
risks and rewards of ownership are classified as being held under finance leases. Leases which do
not transfer substantially all the risks and rewards of ownership to the Group are classified as
operating leases, with the following exceptions:

– property held under operating leases that would otherwise meet the definition of an
investment property is classified as an investment property on a property-by-property basis
and, if classified as investment property, is accounted for as if held under a finance lease;
and

– land held for own use under an operating lease, the fair value of which cannot be measured
separately from the fair value of a building situated thereon at the inception of the lease, is
accounted for as being held under a finance lease, unless the building is also clearly held
under an operating lease. For these purposes, the inception of the lease is the time that the
lease was first entered into by the Group, or taken over from the previous lessee, or at the
date of construction of those buildings, if later.

(ii) Assets held for use in operating leases

When the Group leases out assets under operating leases, the assets are included in the balance
sheet according to their nature. Revenue arising from operating leases is recognised in
accordance with the Group’s revenue recognition policies as set out in note 1(s)(i).

(iii) Operating lease charges

Where the Group has the use of assets held under operating leases, payments made under the
leases are charged to profit or loss in equal instalments over the accounting periods covered by
the lease term, except where an alternative basis is more representative of the pattern of benefits
to be derived from the leased asset. Lease incentives received are recognised in profit or loss as
an integral part of the aggregate net lease payments made. Contingent rentals are charged to
profit or loss in the accounting period in which they are incurred.

The cost of acquiring land held under an operating lease is amortised on a straight-line basis over
the period of the lease term except where the property is classified as an investment property.
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1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(j) Impairment of assets

(i) Impairment of investments in equity securities and other receivables

Investments in equity securities and other current and non-current receivables that are stated at
cost or amortised cost or are classified as available-for-sale securities are reviewed at each
balance sheet date to determine whether there is objective evidence of impairment. If any such
evidence exists, impairment loss is determined and recognised as follows:

– For unquoted equity securities and current receivables that are carried at cost, the
impairment loss is measured as the difference between the carrying amount of the financial
asset and the estimated future cash flows, discounted at the current market rate of return for
a similar financial asset where the effect of discounting is material. Impairment losses for
current receivables are reversed if in a subsequent period the amount of the impairment loss
decreases. Impairment losses for equity securities are not reversed.

– For financial assets carried at amortised cost, the impairment loss is measured as the
difference between the asset’s carrying amount and the present value of estimated future
cash flows, discounted at the financial asset’s original effective interest rate (i.e. the
effective interest rate computed at initial recognition of these assets).

If in a subsequent period the amount of an impairment loss decreases and the decrease can
be linked objectively to an event occurring after the impairment loss was recognised, the
impairment loss is reversed through profit or loss. A reversal of an impairment loss shall not
result in the asset’s carrying amount exceeding that which would have been determined had
no impairment loss been recognised in prior years.

– For available-for-sale securities, the cumulative loss that had been recognised directly in
equity is removed from equity and is recognised in profit or loss. The amount of the
cumulative loss that is recognised in profit or loss is the difference between the acquisition
cost (net of any principal repayment and amortisation) and current fair value, less any
impairment loss on that asset previously recognised in profit or loss.

Impairment losses recognised in profit or loss in respect of available-for-sale securities are
not reversed through profit or loss. Any subsequent increase in the fair value of such assets
is recognised directly in equity.
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1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(j) Impairment of assets (Cont’d)

(ii) Impairment of other assets

Internal and external sources of information are reviewed at each balance sheet date to identify
indications that the following assets may be impaired or, except in the case of goodwill, an
impairment loss previously recognised no longer exists or may have decreased:

– fixed assets (other than properties carried at revalued amounts);

– investments in subsidiaries and associates (except for those classified as held for sale (or
included in a disposal group that is classified as held for sale)); and

– goodwill.

If any such indication exists, the asset’s recoverable amount is estimated. In addition, for
goodwill, the recoverable amount is estimated annually whether or not there is any indication of
impairment.

– Calculation of recoverable amount

The recoverable amount of an asset is the greater of its net selling price and value in use. In
assessing value in use, the estimated future cash flows are discounted to their present value
using a pre-tax discount rate that reflects current market assessments of time value of
money and the risks specific to the asset. Where an asset does not generate cash inflows
largely independent of those from other assets, the recoverable amount is determined for the
smallest group of assets that generates cash inflows independently (i.e. a cash-generating
unit).

– Recognition of impairment losses

An impairment loss is recognised in profit or loss whenever the carrying amount of an asset,
or the cash-generating unit to which it belongs, exceeds its recoverable amount. Impairment
losses recognised in respect of cash-generating units are allocated first to reduce the
carrying amount of any goodwill allocated to the cash-generating unit (or group of units)
and then, to reduce the carrying amount of the other assets in the unit (or group of units) on
a pro rata basis, except that the carrying value of an asset will not be reduced below its
individual fair value less costs to sell, or value in use, if determinable.
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1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(j) Impairment of assets (Cont’d)

(ii) Impairment of other assets (Cont’d)

– Reversals of impairment losses

In respect of assets other than goodwill, an impairment loss is reversed if there has been a
favourable change in the estimates used to determine the recoverable amount. An
impairment loss in respect of goodwill is not reversed.

A reversal of an impairment loss is limited to the asset’s carrying amount that would have
been determined had no impairment loss been recognised in prior years. Reversals of
impairment losses are credited to profit or loss in the year in which the reversals are
recognised.

(k) Inventories

(i) Consumable stores

Inventories are carried at the lower of cost and net realisable value.

Cost is calculated using the first-in-first-out formula and comprises all costs of purchase, costs of
conversion and other costs incurred in bringing the inventories to their present location and
condition.

Net realisable value is the estimated selling price in the ordinary course of business less the
estimated costs to completion and the estimated costs necessary to make the sale.

When inventories are sold, the carrying amount of those inventories is recognised as an expense
in the period in which the related revenue is recognised. The amount of any write-down of
inventories to net realisable value and all losses of inventories are recognised as an expense in the
period the write-down or loss occurs. The amount of any reversal of any write-down of
inventories is recognised as a reduction in the amount of inventories recognised as an expense in
the period in which the reversal occurs.
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1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(k) Inventories (Cont’d)

(ii) Property development

Inventories in respect of property development activities are carried at the lower of cost and net
realisable value. Cost and net realisable values are determined as follows:

– Properties under development

The cost of properties under development for sale comprises specifically identified cost,
including borrowing costs capitalised (see note 1(u)), aggregate cost of development,
materials and supplies, wages and other direct expenses and an appropriate proportion of
overheads. Net realisable value represents the estimated selling price less estimated costs of
completion and costs to be incurred in selling the property.

– Properties held for resale

In the case of properties developed by the Group, cost is determined by apportionment of
the total development costs for that development project, including borrowing costs
capitalised, attributable to the unsold properties. Net realisable value represents the
estimated selling price less costs to be incurred in selling the property.

The cost of properties held for resale comprises all costs of purchase, costs of conversion
and other costs incurred in bringing the inventories to their present location and condition.

(l) Trade and other receivables

Trade and other receivables are initially recognised at fair value and thereafter stated at amortised cost
less impairment losses for bad and doubtful debts (see note 1(j)), except where the receivables are
interest-free loans made to related parties without any fixed repayment terms or the effect of
discounting would be immaterial. In such cases, the receivables are stated at cost less impairment
losses for bad and doubtful debts (see note 1(j)).

(m) Interest-bearing borrowings

Interest-bearing borrowings are recognised initially at fair value less attributable transaction costs.
Subsequent to initial recognition, interest-bearing borrowings are stated at amortised cost with any
difference between cost and redemption value being recognised in profit or loss over the period of the
borrowings using the effective interest method.

(n) Trade and other payables

Trade and other payables are initially recognised at fair value and thereafter stated at amortised cost
unless the effect of discounting would be immaterial, in which case they are stated at cost.
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1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(o) Cash and cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents comprise cash at bank and on hand, demand deposits with banks and other
financial institutions, and short-term, highly liquid investments that are readily convertible into known
amounts of cash and which are subject to an insignificant risk of changes in value, having been within
three months of maturity at acquisition. Bank overdrafts that are repayable on demand and form an
integral part of the Group’s cash management are also included as a component of cash and cash
equivalents for the purpose of the consolidated cash flow statement.

(p) Employee benefits

(i) Short term employee benefits and contributions to defined contribution retirement plans

Salaries, annual bonuses, paid annual leave, contributions to defined contribution plans and the
cost of non-monetary benefits are accrued in the year in which the associated services are
rendered by employees. Where payment or settlement is deferred and the effect would be
material, these amounts are stated at their present values.

(ii) Defined benefit retirement plan obligations

The Group’s net obligation in respect of defined benefit retirement plans is calculated separately
for each plan by estimating the amount of future benefit that employees have earned in return for
their service in the current and prior periods; that benefit is discounted to determine the present
value, and the fair value of any plan assets is deducted. The discount rate is the yield at the
balance sheet date on high quality corporate bonds that have maturity dates approximating the
terms of the Group’s obligations. The calculation is performed by a qualified actuary using the
projected unit credit method.

When the benefits of a plan are improved, the portion of the increased benefit relating to past
service by employees is recognised as an expense in profit or loss on a straight-line basis over the
average period until the benefits become vested. If the benefits vest immediately, the expense is
recognised immediately in profit or loss.

In calculating the Group’s obligation in respect of a plan, if any cumulative unrecognised
actuarial gain or loss exceeds ten percent of the greater of the present value of the defined benefit
obligation and the fair value of plan assets, that portion is recognised in profit or loss over the
expected average remaining working lives of the employees participating in the plan. Otherwise,
the actuarial gain or loss is not recognised.

Where the calculation of the Group’s net obligation results in a negative amount, the asset
recognised is limited to the net total of any cumulative unrecognised net actuarial losses and past
service costs and the present value of any future refunds from the plan or reductions in future
contributions to the plan.
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1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(q) Income tax

Income tax for the year comprises current tax and movements in deferred tax assets and liabilities.
Current tax and movements in deferred tax assets and liabilities are recognised in profit or loss except
to the extent that they relate to items recognised directly in equity, in which case they are recognised
in equity.

Current tax is the expected tax payable on the taxable income for the year, using tax rates enacted or
substantively enacted at the balance sheet date, and any adjustment to tax payable in respect of
previous years.

Deferred tax assets and liabilities arise from deductible and taxable temporary differences respectively,
being the differences between the carrying amounts of assets and liabilities for financial reporting
purposes and their tax bases. Deferred tax assets also arise from unused tax losses and unused tax
credits.

Apart from certain limited exceptions, all deferred tax liabilities, and all deferred tax assets to the
extent that it is probable that future taxable profits will be available against which the assets can be
utilised, are recognised. Future taxable profits that may support the recognition of deferred tax assets
arising from deductible temporary differences include those that will arise from the reversal of
existing taxable temporary differences, provided those differences relate to the same taxation authority
and the same taxable entity, and are expected to reverse either in the same period as the expected
reversal of the deductible temporary difference or in periods into which a tax loss arising from the
deferred tax asset can be carried back or forward. The same criteria are adopted when determining
whether existing taxable temporary differences support the recognition of deferred tax assets arising
from unused tax losses and credits, that is, those differences are taken into account if they relate to the
same taxation authority and the same taxable entity, and are expected to reverse in a period, or periods,
in which the tax loss or credit can be utilised.

The limited exceptions to recognition of deferred tax assets and liabilities are those temporary
differences arising from goodwill not deductible for tax purposes, the initial recognition of assets or
liabilities that affect neither accounting nor taxable profit (provided they are not part of a business
combination), and temporary differences relating to investments in subsidiaries to the extent that, in
the case of taxable differences, the Group controls the timing of the reversal and it is probable that the
differences will not reverse in the foreseeable future, or in the case of deductible differences, unless it
is probable that they will reverse in the future.

The amount of deferred tax recognised is measured based on the expected manner of realisation or
settlement of the carrying amount of the assets and liabilities, using tax rates enacted or substantively
enacted at the balance sheet date. Deferred tax assets and liabilities are not discounted.

The carrying amount of a deferred tax asset is reviewed at each balance sheet date and is reduced to
the extent that it is no longer probable that sufficient taxable profits will be available to allow the
related tax benefit to be utilised. Any such reduction is reversed to the extent that it becomes probable
that sufficient taxable profits will be available.
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1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(q) Income tax (Cont’d)

Additional income taxes that arise from the distribution of dividends are recognised when the liability
to pay the related dividends is recognised.

Current tax balances and deferred tax balances, and movements therein, are presented separately from
each other and are not offset. Current tax assets are offset against current tax liabilities, and deferred
tax assets against deferred tax liabilities, if the Company or the Group has the legally enforceable right
to set off current tax assets against current tax liabilities and the following additional conditions are
met:

– in the case of current tax assets and liabilities, the Company or the Group intends either to settle
on a net basis, or to realise the asset and settle the liability simultaneously; or

– in the case of deferred tax assets and liabilities, if they relate to income taxes levied by the same
taxation authority on either:

– the same taxable entity; or

– different taxable entities, which, in each future period in which significant amounts of
deferred tax liabilities or assets are expected to be settled or recovered, intend to realise the
current tax assets and settle the current tax liabilities on a net basis or realise and settle
simultaneously.

(r) Provisions and contingent liabilities

Provisions are recognised for liabilities of uncertain timing or amount when the Group or Company
has a legal or constructive obligation arising as a result of a past event, it is probable that an outflow
of economic benefits will be required to settle the obligation and a reliable estimate can be made.
Where the time value of money is material, provisions are stated at the present value of the
expenditures expected to settle the obligation.

Where it is not probable that an outflow of economic benefits will be required, or the amount cannot
be estimated reliably, the obligation is disclosed as a contingent liability, unless the probability of
outflow of economic benefits is remote. Possible obligations, whose existence will only be confirmed
by the occurrence or non-occurrence of one or more future events are also disclosed as contingent
liabilities unless the probability of outflow of economic benefits is remote.
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1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(s) Revenue recognition

Provided it is probable that the economic benefits will flow to the Group and the revenue and costs, if
applicable, can be measured reliably, revenue is recognised in profit or loss as follows:

(i) Rental income receivable under operating leases is recognised in profit or loss in equal
instalments over the accounting periods covered by the lease term, except where an alternative
basis is more representative of the pattern of benefits to be derived from the leased asset. Lease
incentives granted are recognised in profit or loss as an integral part of the aggregate net lease
payments receivable. Contingent rentals are recognised as income in the accounting period in
which they are earned.

(ii) Revenue arising from the sale of properties held for resale is recognised upon the signing of the
sale and purchase agreement or the issue of an occupation permit by the relevant government
authorities, whichever is the later. Revenue arising from properties under development is
recognised upon the transfer of legal titles. Deposits and instalments received on properties sold
prior to the date of revenue recognition are included in the balance sheets under sales deposits
and instalments received.

(iii) Income from hotel, food and beverage, travel operations and management services is recognised
when the relevant services are provided.

(iv) Dividend income from unlisted investments is recognised when the shareholder’s right to receive
payment is established. Dividend income from listed investments is recognised when the share
price of the investment goes ex-dividend.

(v) Interest income is recognised as it accrues using the effective interest method.

(t) Translation of foreign currencies

Foreign currency transactions during the year are translated into Hong Kong dollars at the foreign
exchange rates ruling at the transaction dates. Monetary assets and liabilities denominated in foreign
currencies are translated into Hong Kong dollars at the foreign exchange rates ruling at the balance
sheet date. Exchange gains and losses are recognised in profit or loss.

Non-monetary assets and liabilities that are measured in terms of historical cost in a foreign currency
are translated into Hong Kong dollars at the foreign exchange rates ruling at the transaction dates.
Non-monetary assets and liabilities denominated in foreign currencies that are stated at fair value are
translated into Hong Kong dollars at the foreign exchange rates ruling at the dates the fair value was
determined.
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1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(t) Translation of foreign currencies (Cont’d)

The results of foreign operations are translated into Hong Kong dollars at the exchange rates
approximating the foreign exchange rates ruling at the dates of the transactions. Balance sheet items
are translated into Hong Kong dollars at the foreign exchange rates ruling at the balance sheet date.
The resulting exchange differences are recognised directly in a separate component of equity.
Goodwill arising on consolidation of a foreign operation acquired before 1 January 2005 is translated
at the foreign exchange rate that applied at the date of acquisition of the foreign operation.

On disposal of a foreign operation, the cumulative amount of the exchange differences recognised in
equity which relate to that foreign operation is included in the calculation of the profit or loss on
disposal.

(u) Borrowing costs

Borrowing costs are expensed in profit or loss in the period in which they are incurred, except to the
extent that they are capitalised as being directly attributable to the acquisition, construction or
production of an asset which necessarily takes a substantial period of time to get ready for its intended
use or sale.

The capitalisation of borrowing costs as part of the cost of a qualifying asset commences when
expenditure for the asset are being incurred, borrowing costs are being incurred and activities that are
necessary to prepare the asset for its intended use or sale are in progress. Capitalisation of borrowing
costs is suspended or ceases when substantially all the activities necessary to prepare the qualifying
asset for its intended use or sale are interrupted or complete.

(v) Related parties

For the purposes of these financial statements, parties are considered to be related to the Group if the
Group has the ability, directly or indirectly, to control the party or exercise significant influence over
the party in making financial and operating decisions, or vice versa, or where the Group and the party
are subject to common control or common significant influence. Related parties may be individuals
(being members of key management personnel, significant shareholders and/or their close family
members) or other entities and include entities which are under the significant influence of related
parties of the Group where those parties are individuals, and post-employment benefit plans which are
for the benefit of employees of the Group or of any entity that is a related party of the Group.
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1 SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(w) Segment reporting

A segment is a distinguishable component of the Group that is engaged either in providing products or
services (business segment), or in providing products or services within a particular economic
environment (geographical segment), which is subject to risks and rewards that are different from
those of other segments.

In accordance with the Group’s internal financial reporting, the Group has chosen business segment
information as the primary reporting format and geographical segment information as the secondary
reporting format for purposes of these financial statements.

Segment revenue, expenses, results, assets and liabilities include items directly attributable to a
segment as well as those that can be allocated on a reasonable basis to that segment. For example,
segment assets may include inventories, trade receivables and fixed assets. Segment revenue, expenses,
assets, and liabilities are determined before intra-group balances and intra-group transactions are
eliminated as part of the consolidation process, except to the extent that such intra-group balances and
transactions are between group entities within a single segment. Inter-segment pricing is based on
similar terms as those available to other external parties.

Segment capital expenditure is the total cost incurred during the period to acquire segment assets (both
tangible and intangible) that are expected to be used for more than one period.

Unallocated items mainly comprise financial and corporate assets, interest-bearing loans, borrowings,
corporate and financing expenses.

2 CHANGES IN ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The HKICPA has issued a number of new and revised HKFRSs that are effective for accounting periods
beginning on or after 1 January 2005.

The accounting policies of the Group and/or Company after the adoption of these new and revised HKFRSs
have been summarised in note 1. The following sets out information on the significant changes in
accounting policies for the current and prior accounting periods reflected in these financial statements.

The Group and/or Company has not applied any new standard or interpretation that is not yet effective for
the current accounting period (see note 38).
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2 CHANGES IN ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(a) Investment properties (HKAS 40, Investment property, and HK(SIC) Interpretation 21, Income
taxes – Recovery of revalued non-depreciable assets)

Changes in accounting policies relating to investment properties are as follows:

(i) Timing of recognition of movements in fair value in the income statement

In prior years, movements in the fair value of the Group’s and the Company’s investment
properties were recognised directly in the investment properties revaluation reserve except when,
on a portfolio basis, the reserve was insufficient to cover a deficit on the portfolio, or when a
deficit previously recognised in the income statement had reversed, or when an individual
investment property was disposed of. In these limited circumstances, movements in the fair value
were recognised in the income statement.

Upon adoption of HKAS 40 as from 1 April 2005, all changes in the fair value of investment
properties are recognised directly in the income statement in accordance with the fair value
model in HKAS 40. Further details of new policy for investment property are set out in note 1(g).

This change in accounting policy has been adopted retrospectively. As a result of the adoption of
this new policy, the opening balance of retained profits of the Group and the Company as of 1
April 2005 have increased by $4,519,313,000 (2004: $3,880,611,000) and $29,852,000 (2004:
$5,588,000) respectively to include all of the Group’s and the Company’s previous investment
properties revaluation reserve respectively.

In addition, the Group’s and the Company’s profit attributable to shareholders has increased by
$860,090,000 (2005: $638,702,000) and by $25,265,000 (2005: $24,264,000).

There is no net effect to the Group’s and the Company’s opening net assets as of 1 April 2005 or
1 April 2004 as a result of the adoption of HKAS 40.

(ii) Measurement of deferred tax on movements in fair value

In prior years, the Group and the Company were required to apply the tax rate that would be
applicable to the sale of investment properties to determine whether any amounts of deferred tax
should be recognised on the revaluation of investment properties. Consequently, deferred tax was
only provided to the extent that tax allowances already given would be clawed back if the
property was disposed of at its carrying value, as there would be no additional tax payable on
disposal of the Group’s and the Company’s investment properties located in Hong Kong. In
respect of the Group’s investment properties located in the People’s Republic of China (“PRC”),
deferred tax was provided based on the tax rates applicable to the sales of investment properties
in the PRC and was recognised directly in investment properties revaluation reserve.
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2 CHANGES IN ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(a) Investment properties (HKAS 40, Investment property, and HK(SIC) Interpretation 21, Income
taxes – Recovery of revalued non-depreciable assets) (Cont’d)

(ii) Measurement of deferred tax on movements in fair value (Cont’d)

As from 1 April 2005, in accordance with HK(SIC) Interpretation 21, the Group and the
Company recognise deferred tax on movements in the value of an investment property using tax
rates that are applicable to the property’s use, if the Group and the Company have no intention to
sell it and the property would have been depreciable had the Group and the Company not adopted
the fair value model. Further details of the policy for deferred tax are set out in note 1(q).

The change in accounting policy has been adopted retrospectively. As a result of the adoption of
this new policy, the opening balance of retained profits of the Group as of 1 April 2005 has
reduced by $806,975,000 (2004: $695,310,000), investment properties revaluation reserve has
increased by $45,428,000 (2004: $22,369,000) and deferred tax liabilities has increased by
$761,670,000 (2004: $673,035,000) respectively.

In addition, the opening balance of retained profits and deferred tax liabilities of the Company as
of 1 April 2005 have reduced and increased respectively by $5,224,000 (2004: $978,000).

Furthermore, the Group’s and the Company’s tax expense for the year have increased by
$142,087,000 (2005: $111,694,000) and $4,421,000 (2005: $4,246,000) respectively while the
Group’s and the Company’s profit attributable to shareholders has decreased by $137,336,000
(2005: $111,665,000) and $4,421,000 (2005: $4,246,000) respectively.

(b) Hotel property (HK Interpretation 2, The appropriate policies for hotel properties)

In prior years, the Group’s hotel property was stated at its open market value based on an annual
professional valuation and no depreciation was provided on hotel property held on lease of more than
20 years as they were maintained in a continuous state of proper repair and improvements thereto from
time to time.

Upon the adoption of HK-INT 2 as from 1 April 2005, the owner-operated hotel property is stated at
cost less accumulated depreciation and impairment losses.

The change in accounting policy has been adopted retrospectively. As a result of the adoption of this
new policy, the opening balance of retained profits and capital reserve as of 1 April 2005 have reduced
by $68,956,000 (2004: $67,357,000) and $1,998,513,000 (2004: $1,898,316,000) respectively. In
addition, the change has increased the depreciation charge and reduced the Group’s profit attributable
to shareholders for the year by $1,599,000 (2005: $1,599,000).
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2 CHANGES IN ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(c) Leasehold land held for redevelopment for sale (HKAS 17, Leases)

In prior years, leasehold land held for redevelopment for sale was stated at the lower of cost and net
realisable value.

Upon the adoption of HKAS 17 as from 1 April 2005, land premiums paid for acquiring the land
leases, or other lease payments, are amortised on a straight-line basis over the lease term. If the
property is in the course of development or re-development, the amortization charge is included as part
of the costs of the property under development. In all other cases, the amortisation charge for the year
is recognised in profit or loss immediately. Further details of the new policy are set out in note 1(i).

The new accounting policy has been adopted retrospectively with the opening balance of retained
profits and comparative information adjusted for the amounts relating to prior years as disclosed in
note 2(j).

(d) Minority interests (HKAS 1, Presentation of financial statements and HKAS 27, Consolidated
and separate financial statements)

In prior years, minority interests at the balance sheet date were presented in the consolidated balance
sheet separately from liabilities and as deduction from net assets. Minority interests in the results of
the Group for the year were also separately presented in the income statement as a deduction before
arriving at the profit attributable to shareholders.

With effect from 1 April 2005, in order to comply with HKAS 1 and HKAS 27, the Group has changed
its accounting policy relating to presentation of minority interest. Under the new policy, minority
interests at the balance sheet date are presented in the consolidated balance sheet as part of equity,
separately from the interests attributable to the equity shareholders of the Company, and minority
interests in the results of the Group for the year are presented on the face of the consolidated income
statement as an allocation of the attributable profit between the minority interests and the equity
shareholders of the Company.

The presentation of minority interests in the consolidated balance sheet, income statement and
statement of changes in equity for the comparative year has been restated accordingly.

(e) Share of associates’ taxation (HKAS 1, Presentation of financial statements)

In prior years, the Group’s share of taxation of associates accounted for using the equity method was
included as part of the Group’s income tax in the consolidated income statement. With effect from 1
April 2005, in accordance with the implementation guidance in HKAS 1, the Group has changed the
presentation and includes the share of taxation of associates accounted for using the equity method in
the respective shares of profit or loss reported in the consolidated income statement before arriving at
the Group’s profit or loss before taxation. These changes in presentation have been applied
retrospectively with comparatives restated.
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2 CHANGES IN ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(e) Share of associates’ taxation (HKAS 1, Presentation of financial statements) (Cont’d)

As a result of this new presentation, the Group’s share of profits less losses of associates has decreased
by $955,000 (2005: $418,000) and the Group’s tax expense has decreased by the same amount and
there is accordingly no net effect on net assets in either year.

(f) Amortisation of positive and negative goodwill (HKFRS 3, Business combinations and HKAS 36,
Impairment of assets)

In prior years:

– positive or negative goodwill which arose prior to 1 January 2001 was taken directly to reserves
at the time it arose, and was not recognised in the income statement until disposal or impairment
of the acquired business;

– positive goodwill which arose on or after 1 January 2001 was amortised on a straight line basis
over its useful life and was subject to impairment testing when there were indications of
impairment; and

– negative goodwill which arose on or after 1 January 2001 was amortised over the weighted
average useful life of the depreciable/amortisable non-monetary assets acquired, except to the
extent it related to identified expected future losses as at the date of acquisition. In such cases it
was recognised in the income statement as those expected losses were incurred.

With effect from 1 April 2005, in order to comply with HKFRS 3 and HKAS 36, the Group has
changed its accounting policies relating to goodwill. Under the new policy, the Group no longer
amortises positive goodwill but tests it at least annually for impairment. Also with effect from 1 April
2005 and in accordance with HKFRS 3, if the fair value of the net assets acquired in a business
combination exceeds the consideration paid (i.e. an amount arises which would have been known as
negative goodwill under the previous accounting policy), the excess is recognised immediately in
profit or loss as it arises. Further details of these new policies are set out in note 1(e).

Also in accordance with the transitional arrangements under HKFRS 3, goodwill which had previously
been taken directly to reserves (i.e. goodwill which arose before 1 January 2001) will not be
recognised in profit or loss on disposal or impairment of the acquired business, or under any other
circumstances.

The change in policy had no effect on the financial statements for the year ended 31 March 2006.
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2 CHANGES IN ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(g) Retranslation of goodwill on consolidation of a foreign operation (HKAS 21, The effects of
changes in foreign exchange rates)

In prior years, goodwill arising on the acquisition of a foreign operation was translated at the exchange
rates ruling at the transaction dates.

With effect from 1 April 2005, in order to comply with HKAS 21, the Group has changed its
accounting policy relating to retranslation of goodwill. Under the new policy, any goodwill arising on
the acquisition of a foreign operation is treated as an asset of the foreign operation. Thus, it is
expressed in the functional currency of that foreign operation and is retranslated at the closing rate at
each balance sheet date. Any resulting exchange difference is taken directly to the exchange reserves,
together with any other differences arising from the retranslation of the net assets of the foreign
operation. Further details of the new policies is set out in note 1(t).

In accordance with the transitional provisions in HKAS 21, this new policy has not been adopted
retrospectively and is only applied to acquisitions occurring on or after 1 April 2005. As the Group has
not acquired any new foreign operations since that date, the change in policy had no impact on the
financial statements for the year ended 31 March 2006.

(h) Financial instruments (HKAS 32, Financial instruments: Disclosure and presentation and HKAS
39, Financial instruments: Recognition and measurement)

In prior years, non-trading securities were stated in the balance sheets at fair value with changes in fair
value recognised in the non-trading securities revaluation reserve.

With effect from 1 April 2005, and in accordance with HKAS 39, all non-trading investments are
classified as available-for-sale securities and carried at fair value. Changes in the fair value of
available-for-sale securities are recognised in equity, unless there is objective evidence that an
individual investment has been impaired. There is no material adjustment arising from the adoption of
the new policies for the quoted securities carried at fair value and unquoted equity securities not
carried at fair value. Further details of the new policies are set out in note 1(f).

(i) Definition of related parties (HKAS 24, Related party disclosures)

As a result of the adoption of HKAS 24, the definition of related parties as disclosed in note 1(v) has
been expanded to clarify that related parties include entities that are under the significant influence of
a related party that is an individual (i.e. key management personnel, significant shareholders and/or
their close family members) and post-employment benefit plans which are for the benefit of employees
of the Group or of any entity that is a related party of the Group. The clarification of the definition of
related parties has not resulted in any material changes to the previously reported disclosures of
related party transactions nor has it had any material effect on the disclosures made in the current year,
as compared to those that would have been reported had Statement of Standard Accounting Practice
20, Related party disclosures, still been in effect.
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2 CHANGES IN ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(j) Summary of the effect of changes in accounting policies

(i) The following tables set out the adjustments that have been made to the opening balances of total
equity at 1 April 2005 and 1 April 2004.

The Group

Investment
properties

Capital revaluation Retained Minority Total
reserve reserve profits interests equity

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

At 1 April 2005
Prior year adjustments:

HKAS 40
– Investment properties – (4,473,885) 3,712,338 (123) (761,670)

HK Interpretation 2
– Hotel property (1,998,513) – (68,956) – (2,067,469)

HKAS 17
– Leasehold land held for

 redevelopment for sale – – (421) (399) (820)

Total increase/(decrease) in equity (1,998,513) (4,473,885) 3,642,961 (522) (2,829,959)

At 1 April 2004
Prior year adjustments:

HKAS 40
– Investment properties – (3,858,242) 3,185,301 (94) (673,035)

HK Interpretation 2
– Hotel property (1,898,316) – (67,357) – (1,965,673)

HKAS 17
– Leasehold land held for

 redevelopment for sale – – (386) (366) (752)

Total increase/(decrease) in equity (1,898,316) (3,858,242) 3,117,558 (460) (2,639,460)



62

2 CHANGES IN ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(j) Summary of the effect of changes in accounting policies (Cont’d)

The Company

Investment
properties

revaluation Retained Total
reserve profits equity

$’000 $’000 $’000

At 1 April 2005
Prior year adjustments:

HKAS 40
– Investment properties (29,852) 24,628 (5,224)

Total increase/(decrease) in equity (29,852) 24,628 (5,224)

At 1 April 2004
Prior year adjustments:

HKAS 40
– Investment properties (5,588) 4,610 (978)

Total increase/(decrease) in equity (5,588) 4,610 (978)
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2 CHANGES IN ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cont’d)

(j) Summary of the effect of changes in accounting policies (Cont’d)

(ii) The following tables set out the adjustments that have been made to the profit for the years ended
31 March 2006 and 31 March 2005.

The Group

2006 2005

Profit Profit
attributable to Minority attributable to Minority

shareholders interests Total shareholders interests Total
$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

HKAS 40
– Investment properties 722,754 10,953 733,707 527,037 137 527,174

HK Interpretation 2
– Hotel property (1,599) – (1,599) (1,599) – (1,599)

HKAS 17
– Leasehold land held for
 redevelopment for sale – – – (35) (33) (68)

Total increase for the year 721,155 10,953 732,108 525,403 104 525,507

The Company

2006 2005
Profit Profit

attributable to attributable to
shareholders shareholders

$’000 $’000

HKAS 40
– Investment properties 20,844 20,018

Total increase for the year 20,844 20,018
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3 TURNOVER

The principal activities of the Group are property investment, property development and sales, hotel
ownership and management, food and beverage operation and travel operation.

Turnover represents rental income, income from sale of properties and properties under development,
income from hotel, food and beverage and travel operations. The amount of each significant category of
revenue recognised in turnover during the year is as follows:

2006 2005
(restated)

$’000 $’000

Gross rental from investment properties 366,703 349,238
Gross proceeds from sale of properties and properties under development 450,502 259,087
Income from hotel ownership and management operation 340,161 315,217
Income from food and beverage operation 194,553 132,670
Income from travel operation 310,943 305,934

1,662,862 1,362,146

4 OTHER REVENUE AND NET (LOSS)/INCOME

2006 2005
(restated)

$’000 $’000

Other revenue

Interest income 7,984 3,168
Management fee income – 550
Forfeited deposits 1,545 556
Sundry income 16,494 11,035

26,023 15,309

Other net (loss)/income

(Loss)/gain on disposal of investment properties (580) 2,524
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5 PROFIT BEFORE TAXATION

Profit before taxation is arrived at after charging/(crediting):

2006 2005
$’000 $’000

(a) Finance costs

Interest on bank advances and other borrowings
repayable within five years 35,882 14,459

Other borrowing costs 1,326 2,325

Total borrowing costs 37,208 16,784

Less: borrowing costs capitalised into properties under
  development* (note 18) (195) (755)

37,013 16,029

* The borrowing costs have been capitalised at a rate of 4.34% (2005: 3.40%) per annum for properties under
development.

2006 2005
$’000 $’000

(b) Staff costs

Contributions to defined contribution plan 10,731 8,940
Salaries, wages and other benefits 227,721 200,100

238,452 209,040
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5 PROFIT BEFORE TAXATION (Cont’d)

2006 2005
(restated)

$’000 $’000

(c) Other items

Auditors’ remuneration 3,224 2,993
Net foreign exchange gain (4,344) (1,138)
Net loss on disposal of other fixed assets 198 32
Rentals receivable from investment properties less direct

outgoings of $46,739,000 (2005: (restated) $46,557,000) (319,964) (302,681)
Operating lease charges 21,492 18,756
Share of associates’ taxation 955 418

6 INCOME TAX IN THE CONSOLIDATED INCOME STATEMENT

(a) Income tax in the consolidated income statement represents:

2006 2005
(restated)

$’000 $’000

Current tax – Hong Kong Profits Tax
Provision for the year 50,303 48,220
Under-provision in respect of prior years 536 348

50,839 48,568
--------------- ---------------

Current tax – Overseas
Provision for the year 119,540 46,028
(Over)/under-provision in respect of prior years (4,317) 66

115,223 46,094
--------------- ---------------

Deferred tax
Origination and reversal of temporary differences 135,847 118,630

--------------- ---------------

301,909 213,292
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6 INCOME TAX IN THE CONSOLIDATED INCOME STATEMENT (Cont’d)

(a) Income tax in the consolidated income statement represents: (Cont’d)

Provision for Hong Kong Profits Tax is calculated at 17.5% (2005: 17.5%) of the estimated assessable
profits for the year.

Overseas taxation is calculated at rates of tax applicable in countries in which the Group is assessed
for tax.

Share of associates’ taxation for the year ended 31 March 2006 of $955,000 (2005: $418,000) is
included in the share of profits less losses of associates.

(b) Reconciliation between tax expense and accounting profit at applicable tax rates:

2006 2005
(restated)

$’000 $’000

Profit before tax 1,509,527 1,071,446

Notional tax on profit before tax, calculated at the rates
applicable to profits in the countries concerned 306,362 216,274

Tax effect of non-deductible expenses 3,043 4,525
Tax effect of non-taxable income (2,410) (5,391)
Tax effect of unused tax losses not recognised in the year 116 3,772
Tax effect of tax losses not recognised in prior years utilised this year (1,421) (6,302)
(Over)/under-provision in prior years (3,781) 414

Actual tax expense 301,909 213,292
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7 DIRECTORS’ REMUNERATION

Directors’ remuneration disclosed pursuant to section 161 of the Hong Kong Companies Ordinance is as
follows:

Salaries
allowances Retirement

Directors’ and benefits Discretionary scheme 2006
fees in kind bonuses contributions Total

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Board of directors

Dr. Lee Shau Kee 50 50 – – 100
Mr. Woo Kim Phoe 50 – – – 50
Dr. Patrick Fung Yuk Bun 50 150 – – 200
Mr. Dominic Cheng Ka On 50 150 – – 200
Mr. Richard Tang Yat Sun 50 50 – – 100
Mr. Colin Lam Ko Yin 50 – – – 50
Mr. Eddie Lau Yum Chuen 50 – – – 50
Mr. Tong Ng 50 – – – 50
Mr. Norman Ho Hau Chong 50 – – – 50
Mr. Howard Yeung Ping Leung 50 – – – 50
Mr. Lee Ka Shing 50 – – – 50
Mr. Thomas Liang Cheung Biu 50 – – – 50
Mr. Alexander Au Siu Kee 50 121 – – 171
Mr. Peter Yu Tat Kong 50 3,504 584 257 4,395

Independent non-executive directors

Dr. David Sin Wai Kin 50 200 – – 250
Mr. Wu King Cheong 50 200 – – 250
Mr. Timpson Chung Shui Ming 7 30 – – 37

807 4,455 584 257 6,103
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7 DIRECTORS’ REMUNERATION (Cont’d)

Salaries
allowances Retirement

Directors’ and benefits Discretionary scheme 2005
fees in kind bonuses contributions Total

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Board of directors

Dr. Lee Shau Kee 42 10 – – 52
Mr. Woo Kim Phoe 38 – – – 38
Dr. Patrick Fung Yuk Bun 34 30 – – 64
Mr. Dominic Cheng Ka On 34 30 – – 64
Mr. Richard Tang Yat Sun 34 10 – – 44
Mr. Colin Lam Ko Yin 34 – – – 34
Mr. Eddie Lau Yum Chuen 34 – – – 34
Mr. Tong Ng 34 – – – 34
Mr. Norman Ho Hau Chong 34 – – – 34
Mr. Howard Yeung Ping Leung 34 – – – 34
Mr. Lee Ka Shing 24 – – – 24
Mr. Thomas Liang Cheung Biu 24 – – – 24
Mr. Peter Yu Tat Kong 34 3,504 584 245 4,367

Independent non-executive directors

Dr. David Sin Wai Kin 38 41 – – 79
Mr. Wu King Cheong 11 41 – – 52
Mr. Alexander Au Siu Kee 11 41 – – 52

Past directors

Dr. Ho Tim (deceased on 6 November 2004) 40 – – – 40
The Honourable Mr. Lee Quo Wei

(resigned on 6 October 2004) 15 – – – 15
Mr. Stephen Ho Tze Tung

(deceased on 28 July 2004) 30 – – – 30

579 3,707 584 245 5,115
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8 INDIVIDUALS WITH THE HIGHEST EMOLUMENTS

Of the five individuals with the highest emoluments, one (2005: one) is a director whose emolument is
disclosed in note 7. The aggregate of the emoluments in respect of the other four (2005: four) individuals is
as follows:

2006 2005
$’000 $’000

Salaries, allowances and benefits in kind 4,458 4,270
Discretionary bonuses 540 618
Retirement scheme contributions 154 103

5,152 4,991

The emoluments of the four (2005: four) individuals with the highest emoluments are within the following
bands:

Number of individuals
2006 2005

$ 0 - $1,000,000 1 1
$ 1,000,001 - $1,500,000 2 2
$ 1,500,001 - $2,000,000 1 1

4 4

9 PROFIT ATTRIBUTABLE TO SHAREHOLDERS

The consolidated profit attributable to shareholders includes a profit of $271,943,000 (2005 (restated):
$199,648,000) which has been dealt with in the financial statements of the Company.
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10 DIVIDENDS

(a) Dividends attributable to the year

2006 2005
$’000 $’000

Interim dividend declared and paid of 15 cents per share
(2005: 15 cents per share) 86,585 86,585

Final dividend proposed after the balance sheet date of
24 cents per share (2005: 22 cents per share) 138,536 126,991

225,121 213,576

The final dividend proposed after the balance sheet date has not been recognised as a liability at the
balance sheet date.

(b) Dividends attributable to the previous financial year, approved and paid during the year

2006 2005
$’000 $’000

Final dividend in respect of the previous financial year,
approved and paid during the year, of 22 cents per share
(2005: 20 cents per share) 126,991 115,446

11 BASIC EARNINGS PER SHARE

The calculation of basic earnings per share is based on the Group’s profit attributable to ordinary
shareholders of $1,169,432,000 (2005 (restated): $846,138,000) and 577,231,252 shares (2005:
577,231,252 shares) in issue during the year.
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12 SEGMENT REPORTING

Segment information is presented in respect of the Group’s business and geographical segments. Business
segment information is chosen as the primary reporting format because this is more relevant to the Group’s
internal financial reporting.

Business segments

The Group comprises the following main business segments:

Property investment : The leasing of office and retail premises to generate rental
income and to gain from the appreciation in properties’
values in the long term

Property development and sales : The development, purchase and sale of commercial and
residential properties

Hotel ownership and management : The operation of hotel and provision of hotel management
services

Food and beverage operation : The operation of restaurants

Travel operation : The operation of travel agency services
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12 SEGMENT REPORTING (Cont’d)

Property development Hotel ownership Food and beverage Inter-segment
Property investment and sales and management operation Travel operation elimination Consolidated

2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 2005
(restated) (restated) (restated) (restated) (restated)

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Revenue from external
customers 366,703 349,238 450,502 259,087 340,161 315,217 194,553 132,670 310,943 305,934 – – 1,662,862 1,362,146

Inter-segment revenue 14,374 14,122 – – 4,327 4,881 – – 556 565 (19,257 ) (19,568 ) – –
Other revenue from external

customers 2,761 2,595 51 26 3,199 4,067 1,666 1,141 1,519 1,883 – – 9,196 9,712

Total 383,838 365,955 450,553 259,113 347,687 324,165 196,219 133,811 313,018 308,382 (19,257 ) (19,568 ) 1,672,058 1,371,858

Contribution from operations 287,692 263,648 287,464 106,472 145,381 128,486 41 (8,361 ) (8,896 ) (9,069 ) – – 711,682 481,176
Reversal of impairment of

interest in associates 1,320 540
Revsersal of/(provision for)

impairment of properties
held for resale 97 (6,511 )

Net increase in fair value of
investment properties 878,484 655,219 – – – – – – – – – – 878,484 655,219

Unallocated operating
income and expenses (50,362 ) (45,815 )

Profit from operations 1,541,221 1,084,609
Finance costs (37,013 ) (16,029 )
Share of profits less losses of

associates 308 273 (204 ) 540 5,103 2,224 112 (171 ) – – – – 5,319 2,866
Income tax (301,909 ) (213,292 )

Profit for the year 1,207,618 858,154

Segment assets 7,375,466 6,507,804 627,068 478,821 144,493 141,804 43,800 44,661 35,005 38,970 (6,638 ) (8,955 ) 8,219,194 7,203,105
Interest in associates 312 204 (13,641 ) (11,989 ) 14,453 8,990 6,136 4,822 – – – – 7,260 2,027
Unallocated assets 79,345 89,714

Total assets 8,305,799 7,294,846

Segment liabilities 130,073 116,305 18,131 12,349 30,583 31,660 14,473 16,117 35,390 39,752 (6,638 ) (8,955 ) 222,012 207,228
Unallocated liabilities 2,092,890 2,091,989

Total liabilities 2,314,902 2,299,217

Capital expenditure incurred
during the year 3,476 6,922 17 84,832 3,836 11,183 3,706 29,157 1,671 1,728

Depreciation for the year 17,620 17,544 678 2,040 11,744 10,958 4,993 3,474 896 524
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12 SEGMENT REPORTING (Cont’d)

Geographical segments

The Group’s business participates in three principal economic environments. The Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region is a major market for all of the Group’s businesses, except for property development
and sales where the People’s Republic of China and the United States of America are the major markets.

In presenting information on the basis of geographical segments, segment revenue is based on the
geographical location of customers. Segment assets and capital expenditure are based on the geographical
location of the assets.

The Hong Kong Special The People’s The United States
Administrative Region Republic of China of America

2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 2005
(restated) (restated)

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Revenue from external customers 1,160,573 1,052,254 63,858 66,026 438,431 243,866
Segment assets 7,120,220 6,295,847 559,827 535,459 545,785 380,754
Capital expenditure incurred

during the year 12,018 47,986 671 1,004 17 84,832



75

13 FIXED ASSETS

(a) The Group

Other properties, furniture, fixtures and equipment

Leasehold
land and

buildings
Investment held for
properties Hotel  own use * Others Sub-total Total

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Cost or valuation:

At 1 April 2005
– As previously reported 6,329,933 2,121,837 18,865 889,875 3,030,577 9,360,510
– Prior year adjustments – (1,990,715) – – (1,990,715) (1,990,715)

– As restated 6,329,933 131,122 18,865 889,875 1,039,862 7,369,795

Additions 179 – – 13,854 13,854 14,033
Disposals (6,168) – – (5,432) (5,432) (11,600)
Exchange adjustments 9,389 – – 1,486 1,486 10,875
Surplus on revaluation 878,484 – – – – 878,484

At 31 March 2006 7,211,817 131,122 18,865 899,783 1,049,770 8,261,587
----------- ----------- ----------- ----------- ----------- -----------

Representing:

Cost – 131,122 18,865 899,783 1,049,770 1,049,770
Valuation – 2006 7,211,817 – – – – 7,211,817

7,211,817 131,122 18,865 899,783 1,049,770 8,261,587

Accumulated depreciation:

At 1 April 2005
– As previously reported – – 8,324 720,698 729,022 729,022
– Prior year adjustments – 76,754 – – 76,754 76,754

– As restated – 76,754 8,324 720,698 805,776 805,776

Charge for the year – 1,599 371 35,462 37,432 37,432
Written back on disposals – – – (5,068) (5,068) (5,068)
Exchange adjustments – – – 1,403 1,403 1,403

At 31 March 2006 – 78,353 8,695 752,495 839,543 839,543
----------- ----------- ----------- ----------- ----------- -----------

Net book value:

At 31 March 2006 7,211,817 52,769 10,170 147,288 210,227 7,422,044

* Other fixed assets comprise machinery, furniture, fixtures and equipment.
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13 FIXED ASSETS  (Cont’d)

(a) The Group  (Cont’d)

Other properties, furniture, fixtures and equipment

Leasehold
land and

buildings
Investment held for
properties Hotel own use * Others Sub-total Total

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Cost or valuation:

At 1 April 2004
– As previously reported 5,730,812 2,021,640 18,466 841,973 2,882,079 8,612,891
– Prior year adjustments – (1,890,518) – – (1,890,518) (1,890,518)

– As restated 5,730,812 131,122 18,466 841,973 991,561 6,722,373

Additions 1,070 – 399 49,200 49,599 50,669
Disposals (57,168) – – (1,298) (1,298) (58,466)
Surplus on revaluation 655,219 – – – – 655,219

At 31 March 2005
(restated) 6,329,933 131,122 18,865 889,875 1,039,862 7,369,795

----------- ----------- ----------- ----------- ----------- -----------

Representing:

Cost (restated) – 131,122 18,865 889,875 1,039,862 1,039,862
Valuation – 2005

(restated) 6,329,933 – – – – 6,329,933

6,329,933 131,122 18,865 889,875 1,039,862 7,369,795

Accumulated depreciation:

At 1 April 2004
– As previously reported – – 7,966 687,185 695,151 695,151
– Prior year adjustments – 75,155 – – 75,155 75,155

– As restated – 75,155 7,966 687,185 770,306 770,306

Charge for the year – 1,599 358 34,735 36,692 36,692
Written back on disposals – – – (1,222) (1,222) (1,222)

At 31 March 2005
(restated) – 76,754 8,324 720,698 805,776 805,776

----------- ----------- ----------- ----------- ----------- -----------

Net book value:

At 31 March 2005
(restated) 6,329,933 54,368 10,541 169,177 234,086 6,564,019

* Other fixed assets comprise machinery, furniture, fixtures and equipment.
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13 FIXED ASSETS  (Cont’d)

(b) The Company

Other properties, furniture,
fixtures and equipment

Leasehold
land and

buildings
Investment held for
properties  own use * Others Sub-total Total

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Cost or valuation:

At 1 April 2005 108,992 260 129,603 129,863 238,855
Additions – – 2,506 2,506 2,506
Disposals – – (3,915) (3,915) (3,915)
Surplus on revaluation 25,265 – – – 25,265

At 31 March 2006 134,257 260 128,194 128,454 262,711
------------- ------------- ------------- ------------- -------------

Representing:

Cost – 260 128,194 128,454 128,454
Valuation – 2006 134,257 – – – 134,257

134,257 260 128,194 128,454 262,711

Accumulated depreciation:

At 1 April 2005 – 199 117,171 117,370 117,370
Charge for the year – 3 3,269 3,272 3,272
Written back on disposals – – (3,894) (3,894) (3,894)

At 31 March 2006 – 202 116,546 116,748 116,748
------------- ------------- ------------- ------------- -------------

Net book value:

At 31 March 2006 134,257 58 11,648 11,706 145,963

* Other fixed assets comprise machinery, furniture, fixtures and equipment.
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13 FIXED ASSETS  (Cont’d)

(b) The Company  (Cont’d)

Other properties, furniture,
fixtures and equipment

Leasehold
land and

buildings
Investment held for
properties  own use * Others Sub-total Total

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Cost or valuation:

At 1 April 2004 84,728 260 127,754 128,014 212,742
Additions – – 2,045 2,045 2,045
Disposals – – (196) (196) (196)
Surplus on revaluation 24,264 – – – 24,264

At 31 March 2005 108,992 260 129,603 129,863 238,855
------------- ------------- ------------- ------------- -------------

Representing:

Cost – 260 129,603 129,863 129,863
Valuation – 2005 108,992 – – – 108,992

108,992 260 129,603 129,863 238,855

Accumulated depreciation:

At 1 April 2004 – 196 114,083 114,279 114,279
Charge for the year – 3 3,271 3,274 3,274
Written back on disposals – – (183) (183) (183)

At 31 March 2005 – 199 117,171 117,370 117,370
------------- ------------- ------------- ------------- -------------

Net book value:

At 31 March 2005 108,992 61 12,432 12,493 121,485

* Other fixed assets comprise machinery, furniture, fixtures and equipment.



79

13 FIXED ASSETS  (Cont’d)

(c) The analysis of cost or valuation of properties is as follows:

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

(restated)
$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Land and buildings in Hong Kong:
– long term leases 123,909 115,909 145 145
– medium term leases 6,846,409 6,006,773 134,372 109,107
Land and buildings outside Hong Kong:
– long term leases 365,065 330,817 – –
– medium term leases 26,200 26,200 – –
– short term leases 221 221 – –

7,361,804 6,479,920 134,517 109,252

(d) Investment properties of the Group and the Company were revalued at 31 March 2006 on an open
market value basis calculated by reference to net rental income allowing for reversionary income
potential. The valuations were carried out by an independent firm of surveyors, DTZ Debenham Tie
Leung Limited, which has among its staff Fellows of the Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors with recent
experience in the location and category of property being valued.

(e) The Group and the Company lease out investment properties under operating leases. The leases
typically run for an initial period of 1 to 10 years, with an option to renew the lease after that date at
which time all terms are renegotiated. Lease payments may be varied periodically to reflect market
rentals and may contain a contingent rental element which is based on various percentages of tenant’s
sales receipts.

The total contingent rents recognised in the consolidated income statement for the year are $5,994,000
(2005: $3,800,000).

(f) The gross carrying amounts of investment properties of the Group and the Company held for use in
operating leases are $7,211,817,000 (2005: $6,329,933,000) and $134,257,000 (2005: $108,992,000)
respectively.

All properties held under operating leases that would otherwise meet the definition of investment
properties are classified as investment property.
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13 FIXED ASSETS  (Cont’d)

(g) Total future minimum lease payments under non-cancellable operating leases are receivable as
follows:

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Within 1 year 273,092 222,176 5,420 4,659
After 1 year but within 5 years 252,287 196,458 1,592 3,360
After 5 years 4,778 6,656 – –

530,157 425,290 7,012 8,019

(h) Hotel property with net book value of $52,769,000 was valued at 31 March 2006 by an independent
firm of surveyors, DTZ Debenham Tie Leung Limited, which has among its staff Fellows of the Hong
Kong Institute of Surveyors, on an open market value basis at $2,522,184,000 (2005: $2,121,837,000).
The valuation of hotel property is for information purpose only and has not been incorporated in the
financial statements.

14 INTEREST IN SUBSIDIARIES

2006 2005
$’000 $’000

Unlisted shares, at cost 87,700 87,700
Amounts due from subsidiaries 3,825,954 3,794,877
Amounts due to subsidiaries (1,167,314) (1,151,286)

2,746,340 2,731,291
Less: Impairment loss (473,857) (497,859)

2,272,483 2,233,432

The amount due from/(to) subsidiaries are unsecured, interest-free and have no fixed terms of repayment
except for the amounts due from/(to) certain subsidiaries amounting to $2,667,901,000 (2005:
$2,630,440,000) and $18,927,000 (2005: $19,667,000) respectively, which are interest bearing with
reference to the prevailing market rate.
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14 INTEREST IN SUBSIDIARIES  (Cont’d)

The following list contains only the particulars of subsidiaries which principally affected the results, assets
or liabilities of the Group.

All of these are controlled subsidiaries as defined under note 1(c) and have been consolidated into the
Group’s financial statements.

Percentage of equity

Particulars Group’s

Place of Place of of issued and effective held by the held by

Name of company incorporation operation  paid up capital holding Company subsidiary Principal activity

All Best Resources Limited Hong Kong The People’s $100 100 – 100 Property rental

Republic of

China

Chitat Construction Limited Hong Kong The People’s $10,000 100 99 1 Property rental

Republic of

China

Contender Limited Hong Kong Hong Kong $200,000 100 100 – Hotel operation

and property rental

East Dragon Resources Hong Kong The People’s $100 100 – 100 Property rental

Limited Republic of

China

Globe Century Development Hong Kong Hong Kong $10,000 100 100 – Property rental

Limited

Grand City Resources Hong Kong The People’s $100 100 – 100 Property rental

Limited Republic of

China

Gourmet Enterprises Limited Hong Kong Hong Kong $180,000 94.4 94.4 – Property rental

How Good Investments Hong Kong Hong Kong $2 100 50 50 Property rental

Limited

How Light Investments Hong Kong The People’s $100,000 100 – 100 Property sale

Limited Republic of

China

Korngold Limited Hong Kong Hong Kong $2 100 100 – Property investment
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14 INTEREST IN SUBSIDIARIES  (Cont’d)

Percentage of equity

Particulars Group’s

Place of Place of of issued and effective held by the held by

Name of company incorporation operation  paid up capital holding Company subsidiary Principal activity

Miramar Finance Limited Hong Kong Hong Kong $100,000 100 100 – Finance

Miramar Group (Corporate Hong Kong Hong Kong $1,000 100 99 1 Finance

Funding) Company Limited

Miramar Hotel Management Hong Kong Hong Kong $10,000 100 100 – Restaurant

Company Limited operation and hotel

management

Miramar Hotel and Hong Kong Hong Kong $10,000,000 100 100 – Travel agency

Investment (Express)

Limited

The Pinesprop Limited Hong Kong Hong Kong $1,000 100 100 – Property investment

Profit Advantage Limited Hong Kong Hong Kong $10,000 100 – 100 Restaurant

operation

Prosperwell Properties Hong Kong Hong Kong $10,000 100 93 7 Property rental

Limited

Randall Resources Hong Kong The People’s $100 100 – 100 Property rental

Limited Republic of

China

Shahdan Limited Hong Kong Hong Kong $200,000 100 100 – Property rental

Strong Profit Resources Hong Kong The People’s $10,000 70 – 100 Property sale

Limited Republic of

China

Tsui Hang Village Hong Kong Hong Kong $500,000 100 100 – Restaurant

Restaurant Limited operation

Warsaw Investments Hong Kong Hong Kong $10,000 100 100 — Property rental

Limited

Wide Trade Investments Hong Kong Hong Kong $10,000 100 100 — Property investment

Limited
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14 INTEREST IN SUBSIDIARIES  (Cont’d)

Percentage of equity

Particulars Group’s

Place of Place of of issued and effective held by the held by

Name of company incorporation operation  paid up capital holding Company subsidiary Principal activity

~ * Grand Mira Property The People’s The People’s US$5,000,000 100 – 100 Property rental

Management Republic of Republic of and management

(Shanghai) China China

Company Limited

Placer Holdings, Inc. The The US$400,000 88 – 88 Property

United States United States development

of America of America

^* Shanghai Henderson- The People’s The People’s US$200,000 90 – 90 Hotel

Miramar Hotels Republic of Republic of management

Management Co. Ltd. China China

^* Shanghai Shangmei The People’s The People’s US$13,000,000 51.4 – 68.6 Property

Property Company Republic of Republic of development

Limited China China

* KPMG are not statutory auditors of these subsidiaries. The total net assets and total turnover of these subsidiaries constituting
approximately 5% (2005 (restated): 5%) and 2% (2005: 3%) respectively of the related consolidated totals.

~ Wholly foreign-owned enterprise.

^ Sino-foreign equity joint venture enterprise.
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15 INTEREST IN ASSOCIATES

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Unlisted shares, at cost – – 250 250
Share of net liabilities (7,462) (12,158) – –
Amounts due from associates 13,780 14,523 19,740 22,553
Loans to associates 79,590 79,630 – –

85,908 81,995 19,990 22,803
Less: Impairment loss (78,648) (79,968) (19,103) (21,863)

7,260 2,027 887 940

Amounts due from associates and loans to associates are unsecured, interest-free and have no fixed terms of
repayment.

The following list contains only the particulars of associates, all of which are unlisted corporate entities,
which principally affected the results or assets of the Group.

Percentage of equity

Group’s held held
Place of Place of effective by the by Principal

Name of company incorporation operation holding Company subsidiary activity

* Beijing Henderson-Miramar The People’s The People’s 45 – 45 Restaurant
Gourmet & Entertainment Republic of Republic of operation
Company Limited China China

Booneville Company Limited Hong Kong Hong Kong 50 – 50 Restaurant
operation

* Kamliease International Hong Kong The People’s 49 – 49 Property sale
Limited Republic of

China

* Mills International Limited British Virgin The People’s 49 – 49 Investment
Islands Republic of holding

China

* Shenzhen Haitao Hotel The People’s The People’s 30 – 30 Hotel
Company Limited Republic of Republic of operation

China China
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15 INTEREST IN ASSOCIATES (Cont’d)

Percentage of equity

Group’s held held
Place of Place of effective by the by Principal

Name of company incorporation operation holding Company subsidiary activity

* Shekou Nam Shan Tsui Hang The People’s The People’s 50 – 50 Restaurant
Village Food and Beverage Republic of Republic of operation
Services Limited China China

* Shenzhen Nanhai Hotel The People’s The People’s 25 – 25 Hotel
Limited Republic of Republic of operation

China China

Strong Guide Property Limited Hong Kong The People’s 50 – 50 Investment
Republic of holding
China

* KPMG are not statutory auditors of these associates.

Summary of financial information on associates:

Assets Liabilities Equity Revenues Profit
$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

2006
Aggregate of associates’

financial statements 364,486 (342,797) 21,689 142,241 20,732
Group’s effective interest 148,265 (155,727) (7,462) 42,447 5,319

2005
Aggregate of associates’

financial statements 344,297 (341,530) 2,767 116,159 9,669
Group’s effective interest 143,529 (155,687) (12,158) 32,685 2,866

Included in the balance sheet of an associate is an amount of $51,770,000 (2005: $57,155,000) in respect of
properties situated in the People’s Republic of China. The associate is in the process of completing the
necessary legal formalities in order to obtain the legal title of the properties. This associate is 49% held by
the Group (2005: 49%).
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16 AVAILABLE-FOR-SALE SECURITIES

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Unlisted shares, at cost 313 313 – –
Listed shares in Hong Kong 28,544 32,679 11,530 15,467

28,857 32,992 11,530 15,467

Market value of listed securities 28,544 32,679 11,530 15,467

17 PLEDGED DEPOSITS

At 31 March 2005, pledged deposits were used to secure a bank loan of an overseas subsidiary of the Group
as set out in note 25.

18 PROPERTIES UNDER DEVELOPMENT

The Group
Outside Hong Kong

on freehold land
2006 2005

$’000 $’000

Cost:
At 1 April 70,731 104,795

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Movements during the year:

Development expenditure:
– borrowing costs capitalised (note 5(a)) 195 755
– other expenses 266,967 83,539
Disposals (152,342) (118,358)

114,820 (34,064)
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Cost:

At 31 March 185,551 70,731

At 31 March 2005, properties under development were used to secure a bank loan of an overseas subsidiary
of the Group as set out in note 25.



87

19 INVENTORIES

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

(restated)
$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Consumable stores 11,573 12,495 4,562 5,630
Properties held for resale 78,314 87,786 – –

89,887 100,281 4,562 5,630

Properties held for resale of $78,314,000 (2005 (restated): $87,786,000) is net of a provision in order to
state these properties at the lower of their cost and estimated net realisable value.

20 TRADE AND OTHER RECEIVABLES

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Trade receivables 52,835 52,933 5,284 5,668
Other receivables 51,043 111,207 6,766 5,908

103,878 164,140 12,050 11,576

All of the trade and other receivables are expected to be recovered within one year.

Included in trade and other receivables are trade debtors (net of impairment losses for bad and doubtful
debts) with the following ageing analysis as at the balance sheet date:

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

0 to 3 months overdue 42,277 41,233 3,735 3,864
More than 3 months overdue 10,558 11,700 1,549 1,804

52,835 52,933 5,284 5,668

The Group’s credit policy is set out in note 30.
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21 RESTRICTED CASH

Under an agreement entered into by an overseas subsidiary of the Group with a third party company, the
Group is required to deposit funds into an escrow account in respect of properties under development held
by the Group’s overseas subsidiary, which is expected to be utilised within one year.

22 CASH AND BANK BALANCES

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Deposits with banks and
other financial institutions 325,283 139,512 – –

Cash at bank and in hand 125,942 154,855 9,111 4,933

451,225 294,367 9,111 4,933

23 TRADE AND OTHER PAYABLES

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

(restated)
$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Trade payables 42,200 50,373 18,709 19,706
Other payables 101,849 105,691 21,065 21,915
Amounts due to minority

shareholders of subsidiaries 160,448 167,220 – –

304,497 323,284 39,774 41,621

All of the trade and other payables are expected to be settled within one year.

Amounts due to minority shareholders of subsidiaries are unsecured, interest-free and have no fixed terms
of repayment.

Included in trade and other payables are trade creditors with the following ageing analysis as at the balance
sheet date:

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Due within 3 months or on demand 39,035 42,464 18,709 18,942
Due after 3 months but within 6 months 3,165 7,909 – 764

42,200 50,373 18,709 19,706
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24 NON-CURRENT INTEREST-BEARING BORROWINGS

The Group
2006 2005

$’000 $’000

Secured bank loans wholly repayable within five years – 55,673
Unsecured bank loans wholly repayable within five years 821,000 916,000

821,000 971,673

Less: Portion repayable within one year included under current liabilities (125,000) (146,673)

696,000 825,000

25 BANK LOANS AND OVERDRAFTS

At 31 March 2006, the bank loans and overdrafts were repayable as follows:

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Within 1 year or on demand 125,357 146,771 – 86
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

After 1 year but within 2 years – 155,000 – –
After 2 years but within 5 years 696,000 670,000 – –

696,000 825,000 – –
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

821,357 971,771 – 86
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25 BANK LOANS AND OVERDRAFTS (Cont’d)

At 31 March 2006, the bank loans and overdrafts were as follows:

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Unsecured bank overdrafts 357 98 – 86
Bank loans
– secured – 55,673 – –
– unsecured 821,000 916,000 – –

821,357 971,771 – 86

As at 31 March 2005, the banking facilities of an overseas subsidiary were secured by first floating charge
over its properties under development with an aggregate value of $70,731,000 and pledged deposits of
$38,675,000. Such banking facilities, amounting to $56,230,000, were utilised to the extent of $55,673,000
at 31 March 2005. As at 31 March 2006, such drawn down facilities were fully repaid and no properties
under development or pledged deposits are secured.

Interest on bank loans is charged at prevailing market rates.

26 DEFERRED LIABILITIES

Deferred liabilities represent refundable rental deposits received on properties held under operating leases
with unexpired lease terms exceeding one year as at the balance sheet date.
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27 TAXATION IN THE BALANCE SHEET

(a) Current taxation in the balance sheet represents:

(i)

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Provision for Hong Kong
Profits Tax for the year 50,303 48,220 5,106 23

Provisional Profits Tax paid (36,515) (30,533) – (453)

13,788 17,687 5,106 (430)

Balance of Profits Tax
recoverable relating to
prior years (158) (461) – –

Overseas tax payable/
(recoverable) 9,174 (24,117) – –

Tax payable/(recoverable) 22,804 (6,891) 5,106 (430)

None of the tax payable is expected to be settled after more than one year.

(ii)

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Tax payable 22,804 19,041 5,106 –
Tax recoverable – (25,932) – (430)

22,804 (6,891) 5,106 (430)
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27 TAXATION IN THE BALANCE SHEET (Cont’d)

(b) Deferred tax assets and liabilities recognised:

(i) The Group

The components of deferred tax (assets)/liabilities recognised in the consolidated balance sheet
and the movements during the year are as follows:

Depreciation
allowances

in excess Future
Deferred tax of related Revaluation benefit of
arising from: depreciation of properties tax loss Others Total

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

At 1 April 2004
– As previously reported 57,045 22,369 – – 79,414
– Prior year adjustment – 673,035 – – 673,035

– As restated 57,045 695,404 – – 752,449
Charged/(credited) to

profit or loss 8,369 111,694 (1,433) – 118,630

At 31 March 2005 (restated) 65,414 807,098 (1,433) – 871,079

At 1 April 2005
– As previously reported 65,414 45,428 (1,433) – 109,409
– Prior year adjustment – 761,670 – – 761,670

– As restated 65,414 807,098 (1,433) – 871,079
(Credited)/charged to

profit or loss (8,550) 157,244 219 (13,066) 135,847

At 31 March 2006 56,864 964,342 (1,214) (13,066) 1,006,926
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27 TAXATION IN THE BALANCE SHEET (Cont’d)

(b) Deferred tax assets and liabilities recognised: (Cont’d)

(ii) The Company

The components of deferred tax liabilities recognised in the balance sheet and the movements
during the year are as follows:

Depreciation
allowances

in excess
Deferred tax of related Revaluation
arising from: depreciation of properties Total

$’000 $’000 $’000

At 1 April 2004
– As previously reported 2,199 – 2,199
– Prior year adjustment – 978 978

– As restated 2,199 978 3,177
Charged to profit or loss 431 4,246 4,677

At 31 March 2005 (restated) 2,630 5,224 7,854

At 1 April 2005
– As previously reported 2,630 – 2,630
– Prior year adjustment – 5,224 5,224

– As restated 2,630 5,224 7,854
Charged to profit or loss 493 4,421 4,914

At 31 March 2006 3,123 9,645 12,768
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27 TAXATION IN THE BALANCE SHEET (Cont’d)

(b) Deferred tax assets and liabilities recognised: (Cont’d)

(iii)

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

(restated) (restated)
$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Net deferred tax assets
recognised on
the balance sheet (17,050) (1,357) – –

Net deferred tax liabilities
recognised on
the balance sheet 1,023,976 872,436 12,768 7,854

1,006,926 871,079 12,768 7,854

(c) Deferred tax assets not recognised

The Group has not recognised deferred tax assets of $29,803,000 (2005: $38,532,000) in respect of
accumulated tax losses of $97,897,000 (2005: $150,666,000) as the availability of future taxable
profits against which the assets can be utilised is uncertain at 31 March 2006.

The tax losses can be carried forward to offset against the taxable profits of subsequent years for up to
five years from the year in which they were incurred or there is no restriction on their expiry,
depending on the tax jurisdiction concerned.
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28 RETIREMENT SCHEMES

The Group operates various defined benefit and defined contribution retirement schemes for its employees
in Hong Kong and in certain overseas locations. The assets of these schemes are held in funds administered
by independent trustees. The retirement schemes in Hong Kong are registered under and comply with the
Occupational Retirement Schemes Ordinance and the Mandatory Provident Fund Schemes Ordinance. Most
of the employees engaged outside Hong Kong are covered by appropriate local arrangements.

The Group operates the following principal schemes:

(a) Defined benefit retirement schemes

The defined benefit scheme is for the provision of gratuities to employees who joined the Company
prior to 1 January 1969. No amount was charged to the income statement for the year (2005: $Nil).

The latest independent actuarial valuation of the scheme was at 31 March 2006 and was prepared by
Watson Wyatt Hong Kong Limited, who have among their staff Fellows of the Faculty of Actuaries,
using the projected unit credit method. The valuation showed that there was an actuarial surplus of
$3.5 million as at 31 March 2006. The main assumptions used in the valuation were an investment
yield of 3% per annum, 3% long term salary increase rate and 4.25% discount rate.

According to the financial statements of the scheme, the market value of the scheme assets, which
amounted to $5.6 million at 31 March 2006, was sufficient to cover the aggregate vested liability of
$2.1 million with a solvency ratio of 267%. The directors considered that the surplus of the scheme of
$3.5 million was sufficient to cover any outstanding unvested liabilities of the scheme and was not
material to the Group, and therefore was not recognised in current year’s financial statements.

(b) Defined contribution retirement schemes and Mandatory Provident Fund Scheme

The defined contribution scheme is available to employees who completed the probation period prior
to 1 December 2000. The scheme requires scheme members and the Group to contribute funds
calculated at a percentage of the members’ actual basic salaries.

The Group also operates a Mandatory Provident Fund Scheme (“the MPF scheme”) under the Hong
Kong Mandatory Provident Fund Schemes Ordinance for employees employed under the jurisdiction
of the Hong Kong Employment Ordinance and not previously covered by the defined benefit
retirement plan and defined contribution scheme. Under the MPF scheme, the employer and its
employees are each required to make contributions to the plan at 5% of the employees’ relevant
income, subject to a cap of monthly relevant income of HK$20,000. Contributions to the plan vest
immediately.

During the year, the Group made a contribution of $10.5 million (2005: 8.7 million) to the defined
contribution scheme and the MPF Scheme and charged it to the consolidated income statement.
Forfeited contributions of the defined contribution scheme may be used by the Group to reduce the
level to contributions made by the Group to this scheme. During the year, forfeited contributions of
approximately $0.2 million (2005: $0.3 million) were utilised to reduce the Group’s contributions. At
the balance sheet date, there was no unutilised forfeited contribution available to reduce the
contributions payable in the future (2005: $Nil).
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29 TOTAL EQUITY

(a) The Group

Investment
properties Investment

Share Share Capital Exchange General revaluation revaluation Retained Minority Total
capital premium reserve reserve reserve reserve reserve profits Total interests equity

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

At 1 April 2004
– As previously reported 404,062 287,628 1,749,000 3,772 304,827 3,858,242 (33,981 ) 403,834 6,977,384 (1,934 ) 6,975,450
– Prior year adjustments

in respect of:
– HKAS 40 – – – – – (3,858,242 ) – 3,185,301 (672,941 ) (94 ) (673,035)
– HK Interpretation 2 – – (1,898,316 ) – – – – (67,357 ) (1,965,673 ) – (1,965,673 )
– HKAS 17 – – – – – – – (386) (386 ) (366 ) (752)

– As restated 404,062 287,628 (149,316 ) 3,772 304,827 – (33,981 ) 3,521,392 4,338,384 (2,394 ) 4,335,990
Dividends approved in

respect of the
previous year
(note 10(b)) – – – – – – – (115,446 ) (115,446 ) – (115,446 )

Exchange differences on
translation of the
financial statements of
overseas subsidiaries – – – 637 – – – – 637 1,096 1,733

Changes in fair value of
available-for-sale securities – – – – – – 1,783 – 1,783 – 1,783

Profit for the year – – – – – – – 846,138 846,138 12,016 858,154
Dividends declared in

respect of the
current year
(note 10(a)) – – – – – – – (86,585 ) (86,585 ) – (86,585 )

At 31 March 2005 (restated) 404,062 287,628 (149,316 ) 4,409 304,827 – (32,198 ) 4,165,499 4,984,911 10,718 4,995,629
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29 TOTAL EQUITY (Cont’d)

(a) The Group (Cont’d)

Investment
properties Investment

Share Share Capital Exchange General revaluation revaluation Retained Minority Total
capital premium reserve reserve reserve reserve reserve profits Total interests equity

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

At 1 April 2005
– As previously reported 404,062 287,628 1,849,197 4,409 304,827 4,473,885 (32,198 ) 522,538 7,814,348 11,240 7,825,588
– Prior year adjustments

in respect of:
– HKAS 40 – – – – – (4,473,885 ) – 3,712,338 (761,547 ) (123) (761,670 )
– HK Interpretation 2 – – (1,998,513 ) – – – – (68,956 ) (2,067,469 ) – (2,067,469 )
– HKAS 17 – – – – – – – (421 ) (421 ) (399 ) (820 )

– As restated 404,062 287,628 (149,316 ) 4,409 304,827 – (32,198 ) 4,165,499 4,984,911 10,718 4,995,629
Dividends approved in

respect of the
previous year
(note 10(b)) – – – – – – – (126,991 ) (126,991 ) – (126,991 )

Reclassification – – 48,535 – – – – (48,535 ) – – –
Exchange differences on

translation of the
financial statements
of overseas subsidiaries – – – 5,635 – – – – 5,635 2,291 7,926

Changes in fair value of
available-for-sale securities – – – – – – (6,700 ) – (6,700 ) – (6,700 )

Profit for the year – – – – – – – 1,169,432 1,169,432 38,186 1,207,618
Dividends declared

in respect of the
current year
(note 10(a)) – – – – – – – (86,585 ) (86,585 ) – (86,585 )

At 31 March 2006 404,062 287,628 (100,781 ) 10,044 304,827 – (38,898 ) 5,072,820 5,939,702 51,195 5,990,897
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29 TOTAL EQUITY (Cont’d)

(b) The Company

Investment
properties Investment

Share Share Capital General revaluation revaluation Retained
capital premium reserve reserve reserve reserve profits Total

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

At 1 April 2004
– As previously reported 404,062 287,628 1,019,874 300,000 5,588 (15,665 ) 343,049 2,344,536
– Prior year adjustment in respect of

  HKAS 40 – – – – (5,588) – 4,610 (978)

– As restated 404,062 287,628 1,019,874 300,000 – (15,665) 347,659 2,343,558

Dividends approved in
respect of the previous year (note 10(b)) – – – – – – (115,446 ) (115,446)

Change in fair value of
available-for-sale securities – – – – – 844 – 844

Profit for the year – – – – – – 199,648 199,648
Dividends declared in respect of the

current year (note 10(a)) – – – – – – (86,585 ) (86,585)

At 31 March 2005 (restated) 404,062 287,628 1,019,874 300,000 – (14,821 ) 345,276 2,342,019

At 1 April 2005
– As previously reported 404,062 287,628 1,019,874 300,000 29,852 (14,821 ) 320,648 2,347,243
– Prior year adjustment in respect of

  HKAS 40 – – – – (29,852 ) – 24,628 (5,224)

– As restated 404,062 287,628 1,019,874 300,000 – (14,821 ) 345,276 2,342,019

Dividends approved in
respect of the previous year (note 10(b)) – – – – – – (126,991 ) (126,991)

Change in fair value of
available-for-sale securities – – – – – (3,937) – (3,937)

Profit for the year – – – – – – 271,943 271,943
Dividends declared in respect of the

current year (note 10(a)) – – – – – – (86,585 ) (86,585)

At 31 March 2006 404,062 287,628 1,019,874 300,000 – (18,758 ) 403,643 2,396,449
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29 TOTAL EQUITY (Cont’d)

(c) Share capital

2006 2005
No. of shares $’000 No. of shares $’000

Authorised:
Ordinary shares of $0.70 each 700,000,000 490,000 700,000,000 490,000

Issued and fully paid:
Ordinary shares of $0.70 each 577,231,252 404,062 577,231,252 404,062

(d) Nature and purpose of reserves

(i) The Group

The application of the share premium account is governed by section 48B of the Hong Kong
Companies Ordinance.

The capital reserve represents positive goodwill which arose from acquisition of subsidiaries and
associates prior to 1 January 2001 which was taken directly to equity on acquisition.

The exchange reserve comprises all foreign exchange differences arising from the translation of
the financial statements of foreign operations. The reserve is dealt with in accordance with the
accounting policy set out in note 1(t).

The investment revaluation reserve comprises the cumulative net change in fair value of
available-for-sale securities held at balance sheet date and is dealt with in accordance with the
accounting policy in note 1(f).

The accumulated losses attributable to associates at 31 March 2006 were $35,387,000 (2005:
$40,083,000).
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29 TOTAL EQUITY (Cont’d)

(d) Nature and purpose of reserves (Cont’d)

(ii) The Company

The application of the share premium account is governed by section 48B of the Hong Kong
Companies Ordinance.

The investment revaluation reserve comprises the cumulative net change in fair value of
available-for-sale securities held at balance sheet date and is dealt with in accordance with the
accounting policy in note 1(f).

The applications of the capital reserve and the general reserve are in accordance with Article 117
of the Company’s Articles of Association.

Distributable reserves of the Company at 31 March 2006, calculated in accordance with section
79B of the Hong Kong Companies Ordinance, amounted to $658,171,000 (2005: $620,648,000).

After the balance sheet date the directors proposed a final dividend of 24 cents per share (2005:
22 cents per share) amounting to $138,536,000 (2005: $126,991,000). This dividend has not been
recognised as a liability at the balance sheet date.

30 FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS

Exposure to credit, liquidity, interest rate and foreign currency risks arises in the normal course of the
Group’s business. These risks are limited by the Group’s financial management policies and practices
described below.

(a) Credit risk

The Group’s credit risk is primarily attributable to trade and other receivables. Management has a
credit policy in place and the exposure to these credit risks are monitored on an ongoing basis. Credit
evaluations are performed on all customers requiring credit over a certain amount. These receivables
are due ranging from 7 to 60 days from the date of billing. Debtors with balances that are more than
60 days overdue are generally required to settle all outstanding balances before any further credit is
granted. Normally, the Group does not obtain any collateral from customers.

The maximum exposure to credit risk is represented by the carrying amount of each financial asset in
the balance sheet. There is no significant concentration of credit risk within the Group.

(b) Liquidity risk

The treasury function of the Group is centralised at the head office. The Group’s policy is to regularly
monitor its current and expected liquidity requirements to ensure that it maintains sufficient reserves
of cash and adequate committed lines of funding from major financial institutions to meet its liquidity
requirements in the short and longer term.
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30 FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS (Cont’d)

(c) Interest rate risk

The Group is exposed to interest rate risk through the impact of rate changes on interest bearing bank
borrowings. In respect of income-earning financial assets and interest-bearing financial liabilities, the
following table indicates their effective interest rates at the balance sheet date and the periods in which
they reprice or the maturity dates, if earlier.

2006

Fixed/ Effective Within
Floating interest rate (%) one year

$’000

Cash and bank balances Floating 0% - 4.36% 125,942
Cash and bank balances Fixed 0.44% - 4.00% 325,283
Bank loans Floating 1.90% - 4.97% (821,000)

2005

Fixed/ Effective  Within one
Floating interest rate (%) year

$’000

Cash and bank balances Floating 0% - 2.22% 154,855
Cash and bank balances Fixed 0.44% - 2.60% 139,512
Bank loans Floating 0.47% - 2.88% (971,673)

(d) Foreign currency risk

The Group owns assets and conducts its business primarily in Hong Kong with its cash flows
substantially denominated in Hong Kong dollars.

The Group’s primary foreign currency exposures arise from its direct property development and
investment in the PRC and the United States of America. Where appropriate and cost-efficient, the
Group seeks to finance these investments by Renminbi or United States Dollars borrowings with
reference to the future RMB or USD funding requirements from the investment and related returns.

(e) Fair value

All financial instruments are carried at amounts not materially different from their fair values as at 31
March 2006 and 31 March 2005.
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31 CAPITAL COMMITMENTS

Capital commitments outstanding at 31 March 2006 not provided for in the financial statements were as
follows:

The Group
2006 2005

$’000 $’000

Contracted for:
– Future expenditure relating to properties 5,596 21,442

Authorised but not contracted for 1,804 1,500

7,400 22,942

32 OPERATING LEASE COMMITMENTS

At 31 March 2006, the total future minimum lease payments under non-cancellable operating leases are
payable as follows:

The Group The Company
2006 2005 2006 2005

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Within 1 year 9,306 12,049 585 3,508
After 1 year but within 5 years 24,784 25,093 – 585
After 5 years 13,166 18,975 – –

47,256 56,117 585 4,093

The Group leases a number of properties under operating leases. The leases typically run for an initial
period of 1 to 9 years, with an option to renew the lease when all terms are renegotiated. Lease payments
are usually increased annually to reflect market rentals.

33 CONTINGENT LIABILITIES

At 31 March 2006, there were contingent liabilities in respect of the following:

– Guarantees given to banks by the Company in respect of banking facilities extended to certain wholly
owned subsidiaries amounted to $821,000,000 (2005: $916,000,000).

– An associate of the Group has executed a guarantee to a bank to cover the mortgage loans granted by
the bank to third parties for financing their purchases of the properties from the associate. The Group’s
share of the contingent liability in this respect at 31 March 2006 amounted to $Nil (2005: $469,000).
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34 MATERIAL RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS

(a) The Group incurred a fee of $1,362,000 (2005: $1,900,000) to a subsidiary of its major shareholder for
the provision of property agency services to the Group’s investment properties in Hong Kong which
was calculated at a certain percentage of the gross rental income from the Group’s investment
properties during the year.

The Group’s travel division provides agency services to certain subsidiaries and associates of its major
shareholder amounted to $13,886,000 (2005: $12,518,000) in respect of air ticket booking, hotel
accommodation and hire car services under similar terms it provides to other customers.

The amount due to these companies at the year end amounted to $4,130,000 (2005: $2,594,000).

The Group’s travel division receives agency services from associates of its major shareholder in
respect of air ticket booking and hotel accommodation under similar terms it receives from other
suppliers. Service fees paid to these associates for the year amounted to $179,000 (2005: $240,000).
The amounts due to these associates at the year end amounted to $32,000 (2005: $42,000).

(b) During the year, no hotel management services were received by the Group from an associate in
respect of the Group’s hotel operation in Hong Kong. Management fee paid last year amounted to
$1,230,000 which was calculated at 3% of the gross income derived from the Group’s hotel operation
in Hong Kong for the year. The amount due from the associate at the year end amounted to $2,367,000
(2005: $2,447,000).

(c) The Group provides hotel management services to certain associates which run hotel operations in the
People’s Republic of China and Hong Kong. Total management fees received for the year amounted to
$4,798,000 (2005: $3,222,000) which were calculated at a certain percentage of the respective
associates’ revenue for the year. The net amounts due from these associates at the year end amounted
to $8,089,000 (2005: $5,337,000).

(d) During the year, no management fee was earned by the Company from an associate for the provision
of general and administrative services to the associate. Management fee income earned last year
amounted to $550,000 was calculated on a time cost reimbursement basis. There was no balance due
from/to that associate at the year end (2005: $Nil).

(e) The Company and its wholly-owned subsidiaries provided loans to certain associates totalling $27,000
(2005: received repayment of $4,000) during the year. Such loans are unsecured, non-interest bearing
and repayable on demand. The amounts due from these associates at the year end amounted to
$22,096,000 (2005: $22,069,000).

(f) The Group entered into leases with subsidiaries of its major shareholder for the leasing of a Group’s
premises in Hong Kong, under the normal commercial terms it offers to other tenants, during the year.
Total rental and building management fee received for the year amounted to $1,435,000 (2005:
$3,518,000). The amount due from these companies at the year end amounted to $3,000 (2005:
$1,291,000).
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34 MATERIAL RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS (Cont’d)

(g) The Group entered into a lease agreement with an associate of its major shareholder for the leasing of
Shop Nos. 3101-3107 on Level Three of ifc Mall under normal commercial terms. Total rental and
building management fee expense for the year amounted to $9,336,000 (2005: $5,479,000) including
contingent rental of $1,078,000 (2005: $81,000). There was no balance due from/to that associate at
the year end (2005: amount due to the associate of $690,000). Such transaction is considered to be
related party transaction and also constitutes connected transaction as defined under the Listing Rules.

(h) As disclosed in note 33, the Company provided guarantees to banks in respect of banking facilities
extended to an associated company.

(i) During the year, the remuneration for the directors and the key management personnel of the Group
amounted to $11,255,000 (2005: $10,106,000) as disclosed in note 7 and 8. The remuneration of
directors and senior management is determined by the Remuneration Committee having regard to the
performance and responsibilities of individuals and market trends.

35 POST BALANCE SHEET EVENTS

After the balance sheet date the directors proposed a final dividend. Further details are disclosed in note 10.

36 COMPARATIVE FIGURES

Certain comparative figures have been adjusted or reclassified as a result of the changes in accounting
policies. Further details are disclosed in note 2.
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37 CRITICAL ACCOUNTING JUDGEMENTS AND KEY SOURCES OF ESTIMATION
UNCERTAINTY

In the process of applying the Group’s accounting policies which are described in note 1, management has
made the following judgements that have significant effect on the amounts recognised in the financial
statements.

Valuation of investment properties

Investment properties are included in the balance sheet at their open market value, which are assessed
annually by external qualified valuers, after taking into consideration the net rental income allowing for
reversionary income potential.

The fair value of investment properties reflects, among other things, rental income from current leases and
assumptions about rental income from future leases in the light of current market conditions. The fair value
also reflects, on a similar basis, any cash outflows that could be expected in respect of the investment
properties.

Assessment of the useful economic lives for depreciation of fixed assets

The Group’s net book value of fixed assets other than investment properties as at 31 March 2006 was
$210,227,000 (2005 (restated): $234,086,000). The Group depreciates other fixed assets in accordance with
depreciation policy as set out in note 1(h). The estimated useful lives reflect the directors’ estimate of the
periods during which the Group intends to derive future economic benefits from the use of these assets.

Assessment of provision for properties held under development and for resale

Management determines the net realisable value of properties held under development and for resale by
using the prevailing market data such as most recent sale transactions and market survey reports available
from independent property valuers.

Management’s assessment of net realisable value of properties held under development and for resale
requires judgement as to the anticipated sale prices with reference to the recent sale transactions in nearby
locations and the related costs to be incurred in selling the property. The Group’s estimates may not be
accurate and might need to be adjusted in later periods.
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38 POSSIBLE IMPACT OF AMENDMENTS, NEW STANDARDS AND INTERPRETATIONS ISSUED
BUT NOT YET EFFECTIVE FOR THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTING PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH
2006

Up to the date of issue of these financial statements, the HKICPA has issued the following amendments,
new standards and interpretations which are not yet effective for the accounting period ended 31 March
2006 and which have not been adopted in these financial statements.

Effective for
accounting periods

beginning on or after

HK(IFRIC) 4 Determining whether an arrangement 1 January 2006
contains a lease

Amendments to HKAS 19 Employee benefits – Actuarial Gains and 1 January 2006
Losses, Group Plans and Disclosures

Amendments, as a consequence of
the Hong Kong Companies
(Amendment) Ordinance 2005, to:

– HKAS 1 Presentation of financial statements 1 January 2006

– HKAS 27 Consolidated and separate financial statements 1 January 2006

– HKFRS 3 Business combinations 1 January 2006

HKFRS 7 Financial instruments: disclosures 1 January 2007

Amendment to HKAS 1 Presentation of financial statements: 1 January 2007
capital disclosures

In addition, the Hong Kong Companies (Amendment) Ordinance 2005 came into effect on 1 December 2005
and would be first applicable to the Group’s financial statements for the period beginning 1 April 2006.

The Group is in the process of making an assessment of what the impact of these amendments, new
standards and new interpretations is expected to be in the period of initial application. So far it has
concluded that while the adoption of them may result in new or amended disclosures, it is unlikely to have a
significant impact on the Group’s results of operations and financial position.


