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Glossary of Technical Terms

CAPACITY MEASUREMENTS

“available seat kilometres” or “ASKs” the number of seats available for sale multiplied by the kilometres flown

“available freight tonne kilometres” the number of tonnes of capacity available for the carriage of cargo and mail

or “AFTKs” multiplied by the kilometres flown

“available tonne kilometres” or “ATKs” the number of tonnes of capacity available for the transportation of revenue

load (passengers and cargo) multiplied by the kilometres flown

“tonne” a metric ton, equivalent to 2,204.6 pounds

TRAFFIC MEASUREMENTS

“revenue passenger kilometres” the number of revenue passengers carried multiplied by the kilometres flown

or “RPKs”

“passenger traffic” measured in RPKs, unless otherwise specified

“revenue freight tonne kilometres” the revenue cargo and mail load in tonnes multiplied by the kilometres flown

or “RFTKs”

“cargo traffic” measured in RFTKs, unless otherwise specified

“revenue tonne kilometres” or “RTKs” the revenue load (passenger and cargo) in tonnes multiplied by the kilometres

flown

YIELD MEASUREMENTS

“passenger yield” revenues from passenger operations divided by RPKs

“cargo yield” revenues from cargo operations divided by RFTKs

LOAD FACTORS

“cargo load factor” RFTKs expressed as a percentage of AFTKs

“passenger load factor” RPKs expressed as a percentage of ASKs

“overall load factor” RTKs expressed as a percentage of ATKs

UTILISATION

“block hours” each whole or partial hour elapsing from the moment the chocks are removed

from the wheels of the aircraft for flights until the chocks are next again

returned to the wheels of the aircraft


